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Student Services Staff 
Office:  
 Andrea Kannal  835-1305  axk2@oregonsd.net 

Heather Erickson 835-4398  hmerickson@oregonsd.net 

School Counselors: 
 Kelly Jurasewicz  835-4366  kljurasewicz@oregonsd.net 
 (A-F & AVID) 
  
 Meghan Studer  835-4464  mmstuder@oregonsd.net 
 (G-N) 
 
 Missi Tracy Hahn 835-4367  mkhahn@oregonsd.net 

 (O-Z) 
 
 Janell Thom Schneider 835-4370  jts@oregonsd.net 
 (ACP Coordinator, Achieve, Oasis, Alt. Program) 

 
School to Career: 
 Greg Granberg  835-4437  gfgranberg@oregonsd.net 
 
School Psychologist: 
 Jodi Peters-Schmidt 835-4369  jlschmidt@oregonsd.net 
 
School Social Worker/AODA Coordinator: 
 Amie Mitchell  835-3371  ammitchell@oregonsd.net 
 
Mental Health Coordinator: 
 Allison Oscar  835-4421  aloscar@oregonsd.net 
 
Social Emotional Learning Coach: 
 Janet Pliner  835-4476  jmpliner@oregonsd.net 
 
Website: www.oregonsd.org 
To book an appointment: www.tinyurl.com/OHScounselors 
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 Graduation Requirements 
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 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
     

English English 9 English 10 English 11 Elective 

4 credits required (1 credit) (1 credit) (1 credit) (1 credit) 
     

Social Studies US History World Civ. or Elective  

3 credits required (1 credit) AP (1 credit) (1 credit)  
     

Mathematics 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit  

3 credits required     
     

Science 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit  

3 credits required     
     

Health  Health   

0.5 credit required  0.5 credit   
     

Physical Education Fitness Foundations  PE Electives  

1.5 credits required 0.5 credit  1 credit  
     

Agriculture     
     

Art     
     

Business     
     

Family /Consumer     

Sciences     
     

World Language     
     

Technology and     

Engineering     
     

Marketing     
     

Music     
     

Other (see page 6)     
     

40 hours     

Community Service     
     

Total Credits     

23 needed     
     



 

External Credit Options 
 

 

Early College Credit / Start College Now: 
 

Students interested in taking a college course in Wisconsin (public, private, 
tech college) should see their school counselor or Mr. Granberg for more 
information. Application deadlines are March 1 for the fall semester and 
October 1 for spring semester classes. 

 

School to Career: (Also listed in the ACP Guide) 
 

Oregon’s School to Career program provides the opportunity for students 
to combine their academic instruction with work-based learning 
experience. Students will earn an hourly wage while learning from a skilled 
professional. These programs help students determine if this is a good 
career area for them to pursue after high school (in college, apprenticeship, 
or elsewhere), while gaining great work experience and building their 
professional network. Oregon partners with both the Department of 
Workforce Development Youth Apprenticeship program and the 
department of Public Instruction Skills Standards program to offer these 
experiences to students. 

 

 

Program areas include (but are not limited to) Agriculture, Auto Technology, 
Biotechnology, Childcare, Construction, Engineering, Finance and Banking, 
Graphic Arts, Health Occupations, Hospitality/Tourism/Foodservice, 
Information Technology, Manufacturing, Marketing, Protective Services, and 
Welding. See Mr. Granberg for more information. Priority deadline is March 
15. 

 

Dane County Courses: (Also listed in the ACP Guide) 
 

These courses are offered through the Dane County consortium, and provide 
students with the opportunity to explore an area of interest with other Dane 
County students. They typically run one evening per week. 

 

 

Topics include Biotechnology, Pharmacy Technician, Veterinary Medical 
Terminology, Health Immersions, and more. See Mr. Granberg for more 
information. 

 

Middle College: (Entrance Requirements Exist—see Mr. 
Granberg for info) 

 

Middle College is a dual credit career pathway program targeted toward 
high school seniors who are interested in advancing their education in 
targeted industry sectors. Middle College students study concepts in health 
care, manufacturing or culinary arts during the regular school year. Each 
track allows for students to take college classes as they work to complete 
their high school graduation requirements. 

 



 

Xello 
  

What is it? 
  

It is an online platform that students can use to learn about their skills and 
interests, explore post-secondary options, create a four-year plan, create a 
resume, and more. We are providing this for all students so they can explore 
careers, learn about themselves, and be prepared for life after high school. 

 

What can I do with it? 
 

• Take an Interest Inventory that matches your interests with potential career 
choices 

• Identify your strengths and how they translate to careers  

• Discover your learning style(s) 

• Compare colleges and other post-secondary education opportunities 
 

• Research careers, learn typical job responsibilities, education required, 
salary, and more  

• Make a four-year plan for high school, identifying which classes to take 
each year 

 

• Create a resume listing academics, accomplishments, work experience, 
community service, unique qualifications 

 

How to Log In 
 

Go to: https://login.xello.world  
Username: OREG-studentID (e.g. OREG-1234)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://login.xello.world/


 

Post-Secondary Opportunities 
  

There are many options available to you after high school. Here are the 
most common: 

 

2-Year Colleges 
 

This includes 2 year transfer colleges such as UW Richland and WTCS Colleges 
such as Madison Area Technical College. There are a variety of reasons for 
attending a 2 year college first prior to going to a 4 year campus. Talk with your 
counselor to see if attending a 2 year transfer college may be a good fit for 
you. WCTS (Wisconsin Technical College System) has 16 colleges and 49 
campuses throughout the state, providing over 300 career education programs 
in business, marketing, health care, agriculture and agribusiness, trades and 
industry, technical fields, service occupations, and more. Most WTC programs 
require only one or two years of study. 

 

Like the UW 2 year transfer colleges, there is also a transfer program with 
some WTCS schools to ease the transition for students who want to continue 
their education at a 4-year school. 

 

4-Year Colleges 
 

These schools will provide you with an education that typically results in a 
bachelor’s degree, and they often meet the requirements for professional 
programs (e.g. medical school, Masters’ programs, dentistry, etc.). 

 

Apprenticeships 
 

Apprenticeships combine a full-time job with training, preparing workers to 
enter in-demand careers, and provide affordable pathways to these careers 
without the typical student debt associated with college. 

 

Career seekers can find apprenticeships in industries such as information 
technology, finance and business, healthcare, hospitality, transportation, and 
manufacturing. More than 90 percent of apprentices remain employed after 
completing their program, and their average starting wage is more than 
$60,000. 

 

To find apprenticeship opportunities that match your interests and skills, visit 
the new Apprenticeship Finder on Apprenticeship.gov — a one-stop source to 
connect career seekers, employers, and education partners with 
apprenticeship resources. 

 

Gap Year Programs 
 

There are opportunities to take a year off between high school and post-
secondary education, typically called a Gap Year. Programs are available 
throughout the US and world-wide in volunteer or paid positions working for 
nonprofits, government organizations, and more. Examples of Gap Year 
programs may include working for the National Parks, Habitat for Humanity, 
study abroad programs, Americorps, and more. 

https://www.apprenticeship.gov/


 

 

Military 
 

Opportunities in education and training are available for adults in all branches 
of the armed services. Options include Air Force, Army, Navy, Marines, Coast 
Guard, Nation-al Guard, and US Merchant Marine. Recruiters visit OHS Student 
Services throughout the year. Check with Student Services, watch Panther 
Vision, or contact local recruiting websites to find out when they will be at OHS. 

 

On-the-Job Training 
 

Some employers offer on-the-job training or apprenticeships for students 
with a high school diploma (or equivalent). This can be an opportunity for 
students to start saving money and discover what career field(s) they may be 
interested in. In most cases, some level of post-secondary education will be 
required for an employee to continue advancing within a company. 
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Planning Timeline 
 
 

Junior Year 

Fall/Winter 
 

• Start talking to parents/guardians, teachers, employers, coaches, and 
other people about careers and post-secondary plans. 

 

• Create a system for organizing your personal and institutional 
information on post-secondary opportunities 

 

• Meet with your school counselor to discuss your post-high school 
options, GPA, interests, career possibilities, and any other questions 
you may have. 

 

• Register carefully for your senior year courses. Take a rigorous course 
load that you will be able to successfully complete. Consider 
opportunities like AP classes, Early College Credit and Start College Now 
programs, and School to Career to enrich your senior year experience. 

 

• Use Xello to help assess your interests and strengths, as well as search 
for careers, colleges, and employers. 

 

• Visit with college/career representatives at OHS. Check Panther Vision or 
the Student Services website for times. 

• Attend College/Career night in January. 
• If you are interested in competing in Division I or II college sports, you 

must register with the NCAA Clearinghouse to be eligible for 
recruitment. See your counselor to ensure you meet the requirements 
(16 core credits).  

Spring/Summer 
 

• Review the Student Services publication, News and Notes, for important 
info and opportunities, located on the OHS website under the Academics 
tab, College and Career Readiness, College Prep  

• Take the ACT when it is offered at school for all juniors in February 
 

If you decide to re-take, register for a local test date through 
www.actstudent.org Test prep is available free through various websites 
(www.number2.com) 

 

Test prep courses are also available for a fee through outside 
companies. See your   

Counselor interested in these options. 
 

• Research the post-secondary options on your list, looking at size, 
admissions criteria, location, programs offered, and any other factors that 
are important to you. 

 

• Research career information as well, looking at job responsibilities, 
education/ training required, workplace trends (job outlook), salary, 
and other factors. 

 

• Schedule visits when appropriate. For colleges, try to visit when their 
classes are in session to get a feel for what the campus is like. 

 



 

• Create a personal résumé or “brag sheet”, listing your activities, leadership 
positions, employment, and other key information. This can be used for 
teachers, coaches, employers, or counselors who need to write a letter of 
recommendation for you. 

 
• Start making a list of who you will ask for letters of recommendation. If it 

is a junior year teacher, you may want to ask them in spring to avoid the 
crunch time in fall. 



 

Planning Timeline 
 
 

Senior Year 

Summer before Senior Year 
 

• Finalize your list of post-secondary plans. Look at admission 
applications requirements (they typically become available in August). 

• Make a calendar or list of all application deadlines. 
• If you took AP exams in May, you will receive your scores in July. 
• Visit college campuses and training sites 

 

September 
 

• Meet with your counselor to discuss your post-secondary plans, check 
your transcript, and get any questions answered. 

 
• Get started on your applications right away. Be aware of application 

deadlines and Early Action/Early Decision programs. 
 
• Start working on your applicant essays. Write essays that focus on your 

experiences, make you stand out from the crowd, and show what you will 
contribute to their community. 

 
• Update your résumé (or “brag sheet”), listing any summer employment, 

volunteer experience, and other accomplishments. This will help you 
complete your applications and essays, and it will help ensure you don’t 
forget to list anything. 

• Start looking for scholarships. Check out the scholarships link on the OHS 
Academics webpage (College and Career Readiness, College Preparation) or 
use a FREE search engine like fastweb.  

**You should never have to pay for a scholarship search 
engine** 

 

• Register for the ACT (and/or SAT) if you are going to retake it. The test is 
offered typically 1x/month at local high schools. 

• Finalize your application list. 
• Visit college campuses and training sites.  
• Ask teachers to write letters of recommendations where needed. Give 

teachers at least three weeks to write a recommendation.
• Attend Financial Aid Night to learn about the financial aid process, the 

FAFSA, and what to expect.  
• Ask your school counselor about application fee waivers if you believe you 

qualify.  
• Attend local college fairs or information sessions. 

(The Wisconsin Education Fair is typically held in September) 
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Planning Timeline 
 
 

October/November 
 

• Submit the FAFSA through www.fafsa.gov as soon after October 1 as 
possible if applicable. 

 

• Pay attention to Early Action / Early Decision deadlines if applicable, 
submitting applications on time.  

• Arrange for interviews or auditions if required for your program. 
 

• Continue working on your application essays. Proofread them 
thoroughly for mistakes. 

• Meet with representatives when they visit OHS Student Services. 
 

• Follow up on your letters of recommendation to make sure they are 
all completed and sent in on time. 

 

• Start submitting applications as you finish them, as some deadlines 
are as early as November. 

• Check the scholarships website on the OHS Student Services webpage 
regularly. 

 

• Maintain a rigorous senior year schedule, staying involved in 
extracurricular as well. Colleges care about senior year grades. No 
Senioritis!! 

December 
 

• Try to wrap up applications before winter break to reduce your stress. 
Save a copy or print each application before you send it. 

• Pay attention to application deadlines.  
• If you applied Early Decision and were accepted, withdraw all other 

applications. 
• Apply for housing depending on the timeline of the colleges you apply to. 
• Confirm all application materials have been received.  

 

January 
 

• If the programs you applied to require semester transcripts, order 
your transcripts through Parchment. 

• Pay attention to application deadlines. 
 

• Send in housing deposit if necessary. Read their guidelines to see if this is 
refundable if you choose another option. 

 

• Research scholarship opportunities through the colleges you applied; 
many dead-lines are in January or February. 

February 
 

• Fill out and submit the Local Scholarship Packet application (on the 
website or in Student Services). This is due towards the end of March. 

12 • If you plan on attending a UW school, register for the UW System 
placement tests. 



 

Planning Timeline 
 
 

March/April 
 

• Admission decisions will start arriving. Read everything carefully, paying 
attention to deadlines, fees, and other actions you may have to take. 

 

• Financial aid awards will also arrive. Compare these and talk with 
your parents/ guardians to discuss feasibility. 

 

• Make a final decision and complete the enrollment form for your 
selection. Nation-wide college deadline is May 1. 

 

April/May 
 

• Talk to your chosen program personnel about housing and financial aid 
if applicable. They may offer work-study programs to offset the cost of 
tuition. 

 

• Notify any programs that you were accepted to but are not attending so 
another student may take your spot. 

 

• On the waitlist? Contact the admissions office and let them know of your 
continued interest, and update them on your current grades. Watch your 
college email for up-dates. 

 

• If you take any AP tests, designate your college as a recipient to 
ensure your test scores are sent. 

• Thank anyone that wrote a letter of recommendation. 
 

June/July 
 

• Study hard for final exams. Admissions are contingent on final grades.  

• Send your final transcript online through Parchment to the program of 
your choice. 

 

• If you are competing in Division I or Division II, have the school send 
your final transcript to NCAA.  

• Finalize your housing plans. 
• Shop for college essentials. 
• Sign up for freshman orientation at your college (the earlier the better) if 

applicable. 
• Plan your first semester courses with an eventual career in mind. 

Take advantage of any advising services offered to help with your 
decision process. 

• Have fun! 
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Requesting Transcripts 
 

 

You can access Parchment from the OHS Student Services Webpage 
by clicking on “Academic Support,” then “Transcript Request”. 

 

The first time you access Parchment, you will need to create an account:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first time you sign in you will need to enter your high school. This is 
where you will be sending your transcripts FROM. Make sure you select the 
correct Oregon High School in Oregon WI. 
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Requesting Transcripts (con’t’d) 
 

 
You can now request your transcript to be sent to your colleges, NCAA, etc. 
Each transcript will cost $3.95. You may also request an unofficial copy to be 
sent to yourself at no cost.  

 
 
 

Note: Most colleges are listed in Parchment, but may not be entered in the 
exact way you are searching. For example, if you cannot find UW 
Platteville, try searching for “Platteville.”  

 
 
 
 
 

When applying to your programs, you should select Send Now. Upon 
graduation, it is very important to send your final transcript to the college 
you will be attending. At that time, you’d select Next Grading Period. 



 

Finding the Right College for You 
  

There are approximately 35,000 colleges in the United States. Finding a close 
match for you will take time and energy. There are many factors to consider 
when picking a school: size, location, cost, setting, programs offered, housing, 
financial aid, and more. Don’t settle for a school just because you know 
someone who went there, or because you haven’t taken the time to research 
your possibilities. This is an important investment in your life. Make a decision 
that you believe you will be happy with for your future.  

 

Colleges offer different tuition rates based on where you are currently living. 
Wisconsin schools offer “in-state” tuition to Wisconsin residents. Minnesota 
offers reciprocity for WI students, meaning WI residents pay a lower tuition 
than “out-of-state”. The Midwest Student Exchange Program (MSEP) increases 
this benefit even more, providing lower tuition to students who attend certain 
schools in Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, and Wisconsin. Most colleges will list their membership on their 
tuition webpage if they participate in the MSEP program. 

 

College Search Options 
 

• Xello (https://login.xello.world )  

Username: OREG-student ID (i.e. OREG-1234) 

Password: 8 digit birthdate (i.e. 01251999) 

• Fast Web (www.fastweb.com) 

• College Board (www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org) 
 

Campus Visits 
 

Campus visits are one of the best ways to get information about a college and 
find out what it’s like. You want to get the feel for the campus, see where it’s 
located, and meet students and faculty. 

 

Things to keep in mind when visiting a school: 
 

• Call ahead or register online to schedule a tour in order to get the most 
out of your visit. Many colleges have regularly scheduled tours and 
information sessions 

 
• Prepare a list of questions you want answered during your visit. This may 

include questions about housing, classes, transportation around campus, 
student organizations, meal plans, campus safety, health services, advising 
services, and local intern-ships or research opportunities. 

 
• During your visit, try to talk to current students, sit in on a class, meet a 

faculty member from your possible major, speak with an admissions 
representative, eat a meal on campus, and get a student newspaper. 
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Admission Guidelines 

*Please note, each college/university has their own specific 
requirements. Make sure to double-check their website to ensure 
you are meeting their standards. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
  
 
 

UW System: 

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu 

College Admission is typically based on: 

GPA 

Transcript/rigor of high school courses 

Class Rank if provided (OHS does not 
rank) 

ACT/SAT score 

Extracurricular activities 

Leadership 

Community Services 

Personal Statement/Essay 

Recommendations 

WI Private 
Colleges/Universities: 

www.waicu.org 

Madison College: 

www.madisoncollege.edu 



 

 
 



 

Application Checklist 
 
 
 
 

_____ College Application: Apply to schools using their 

online application forms. Proofread all your entries! 

 
 
 
 

_____ Request Transcripts: Request transcripts through 

Parchment (instructions at the back of this packet). www.parchment.com 
 
 
 
 

_____ ACT/SAT scores: Send your ACT/SAT scores to the 

schools you are applying to through their respective websites. 
www.act.org or www.collegeboard.org 

 
 
 
 

_____ Letters of Recommendation: Request letters of 

recommendation and include an addressed, stamped envelope or 
instructions for submitting electronically. 

 
 
 
 

_____ Essay / Personal Statement: Take time on 

writing your essays. Don’t leave them until the last minute. This is your 
opportunity to show colleges what makes you unique. 

 
 
 
 

_____ Copies: Save all applications you submit, whether it’s 

copy/paste in Google docs, printing a copy, making a PDF, etc. 
 
 
 

_____ FAFSA: Submit your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid). It becomes available October 1st, and it is best to fill it out as 
soon as possible. 
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Application Types 
 

 

Check the college’s website for detailed information and deadlines. The UW 
system has one application website for all schools, and many private colleges 
use the Common App.  

 

Colleges have a variety of application types. The most common are: 
• Early Action: 

Earlier application deadline 
 

Earlier notification of acceptance to 
the college  
Let the college know you are 
serious 

 

You do NOT have to commit in advance to attend if you 
are accepted  
Your reply date is usually the same as regular admission  

• Early Decision: 
•Earlier application deadline 

•Earlier notification of acceptance to the college 
 

•Requires a commitment to attend the college if you are 
accepted (you must rescind all other applications if you are 
accepted)  

•You can only apply to one school as “early decision” 

• Regular admission 

Typical application deadline 
 

Typically there is a set date for notification of acceptance to 
the college Date for your reply is typically May 1 

 
 
 
 

You’ve Applied—Now What? 

 
 

• Colleges may send a confirmation that all materials were received. If not, 
contact the college directly to ensure your application is complete. 

 

• After hearing from colleges, remember to formally accept or decline 
their offer of admission by their deadline (typically May 1). 

 

• If you are not accepted immediately, you may be placed on a waiting list 
or be “deferred” to be reviewed at a later date. This does not mean your 
application has been rejected. It just means that they are waiting to 
review your application until the deadline for all applications. 

 

• If you are not accepted to a four year school, there are other options, 
including transferring from a 2 year school (UW Colleges, Madison 
College, etc.) 
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Application Essays 
 
 

With admission to colleges getting more difficult and 
competitive, setting yourself apart from your peers is essential 
for getting into the best colleges. ACT/SAT scores and transcripts 
are one part of it; they are not enough on their own. You need a 
powerful essay. 

 
 

You need to distinguish yourself from hundreds of other 
applicants who are coming in with similar grades, activities, and test 
scores. To accomplish this, your essay should not only demonstrate 
your language skills, but also paint a vivid picture about your 
personality, character, and what you bring to their community. It 
must compel a busy admissions officer to accept you. 

 

Tips for Essays 

• Write about a topic that shows who you are and sets you apart 
 

• Have at least two people read your essay, checking for 
grammar, spelling, and fluency 

 

• Double-check the application for instructions on length and 
topic. Admissions officers are looking to make sure you answer 
the question that was asked. 

 

• Write the essay yourself. Admissions officers are trained to look 
for plagiarism. 

 

Brainstorming Space 
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Letters of Recommendation 
 
 

Who should I ask? 
 

Academic teachers usually make good candidates. Choose someone who 
knows you well, but not a relative. The person should know you personally and 
be able to communicate your strengths, both as a student and as a person. At 
least one letter should be from a teacher, but others can come from coaches, 
mentors, employers, or supervisors. 

 

When should I ask? 
 

Make sure you give your letter writers plenty of time — at least one month 
before letters are due — to complete and send your recommendations. If you 
are applying for early decision or early action, you’ll need to ask at the start of 
the school year. The sooner you ask, the better. 

 

How to get the Best Results 
 

Talk to your recommendation writers. Remind them of your accomplishments 
and let them know what your future plans are. Giving them your résumé or 
“brag sheet” is helpful. The best letters include specific examples or stories, 
rather than vague praise. Give them an understanding of why you are applying 
and what you’d like them to emphasize. 

 
 

Make sure your recommendation writers have everything they need to 
write your letters and submit them on time: 

● Deadline information.  
● Your full name, date of birth, address, email, and phone number.  
● Name and address of the college(s) and a copy of your completed 

essay(s).  
● Information about the school as it relates to your potential major and 

your interest.  
● A copy of your resume or “brag sheet.” 
● Instructions on how to submit electronically or an addressed/stamped 

envelope.

 

Helpful Tips for You 
 

• Don’t be shy. People are usually happy to help.  
• Do not ask family or close relatives for letters. 

 
• On the application form, waive your right to view the recommendation 

letters. This lets colleges know that you are not afraid of what they will say. 
 

• Follow up with your recommendation writers after a couple of weeks to 
make sure they are aware of the upcoming deadlines. 

• Write thank you notes to your recommendation writers, 
21 and keep them updated on your final decision 



 

Top Application Mistakes 
 
 

The following are some of the top responses from admissions 
counselors who find these common mistakes on college applications. 

 
 

SPELLING—This is the biggest problem and a pet peeve of admissions 
counselors. Misspellings on something as important as a college 
application suggests that you do not care or that you did not take the 
time to proofread. 

 

GRAMMAR—It isn’t good enough to just spell check. Proofread for 
grammatical errors as well. Have someone else read your essays to get a 
second opinion. Be careful if you are using GoogleDocs, as it will not 
catch everything. 

 

COUNTY VS COUNTRY—Read carefully. We live in the COUNTRY 
of the United States, but OHS is in Dane COUNTY. 

 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES— List activities like sports, clubs, 
community organizations, and volunteer work. They are not looking 
for how much time you spend playing video games or reading. 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS—While you may have loved your email that you 
created in seventh grade (e.g. cuteturtle12), admissions officers will not 
be amused. Create a new professional email that you can use for 
applications. Do not use your Oregon email, as you will not be able to 
access it for long after graduation. 

 

CHECK YOUR SCHOOL EMAIL—You will be given a college email for 
the schools you apply to (e.g. buckybadger@wisc.edu). Make sure to 
check it regularly, as you may receive information about your 
application, required materials, deadlines, and other communication 
from admissions officers. Responding in a timely manner is important. 

 

COUNSELOR KNOWLEDGE—Let your counselor know where you are 
applying, and make sure that you check your transcript for errors. 
Counselors may have to fill out a recommendation form, and it’s important 
that they are in the loop. Admissions staff may also reach out to high school 
counselors for clarification if needed. 

 

DO YOUR OWN WORK—It is fine to have an adult help with the 
admission process, but the admissions counselors will be able to tell if 
your essay was written by a parent/guardian versus a high school senior. 

 

NO ABBREVIATIONS—As much as we all love to use #goals, LOL, 
etc. never use them in your applications. 
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Entrance Testing: ACT / SAT 
 
 

Most colleges and universities require freshmen to submit their ACT or SAT 
scores. For UW System schools, ACT is the preferred test. Students will not 
have an advantage in the admission process by taking one test or the other. 
It is important to research your colleges to determine which test is best. It is 
recommended that the ACT or SAT is taken during the spring of junior year; 
the results can be directly sent to 4 colleges at that time. After receiving the 
results, you can sign up to re-take the ACT or SAT in summer or fall by going 
to their websites. 

 

ACT has an optional 30-minute writing test as an addendum to their 
assessment. There is typically an additional fee to take the writing portion. 
Postsecondary institutions make their own guidelines on whether the writing 
test is required. 

 

All juniors will take the ACT on March 9, 2021. 
 

For additional testing, visit the website:  
ACT: www.actstudent.org 

SAT: www.collegeboard.com 
 

Helpful Websites 

www.act.org ACT Registration, student stories, college 
planning, career planning, test date 
information 

www.fastweb.com Free search of thousands of scholarships 

www.studentaid.ed.gov Information on federal student aid, 
educational planning, and resource for paying 
for college 

www.waicu.org Wisconsin Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities 

www.wisconsin.edu UW System 

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu UW Helpline for Applications 

www.witechcolleges.org Wisconsin Technical Colleges  

www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org College Planning/Search 

https://login.xello.world  College/Career Search 



 

Financial Aid / Scholarships 
 

Financial aid is a combination of resources that supplement what 
parents/guardians and students are able to contribute to meet the costs of a 
college education. Financial aid is determined by calculating all the various 
costs of education (tuition, books, room, board, etc.) and subtracting the 
Estimated Family Contribution (EFC).  

 

Types of Financial Aid 
 

• Scholarships— gifts awarded to recognize academic merit or a particular 
skill/ability 

• www.tinyurl.com/OHSscholarships 

• OSD Local Scholarships: application available in January/February 

• Scholarship search engines (fastweb.com)  
• Grants—gifts awarded, generally based on financial need. 
• Work Study — campus jobs arranged by the financial aid office. 

 
• Loans— money borrowed that has to be paid back with interest 

(through the government or through private banks) 
 

Financial Aid Application Process 
 

To qualify for financial aid, a student must complete the FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid). It becomes available October 1st, and it is 
best to fill it out as soon as possible. This involves referencing tax forms, 
income information, and asset values. Applications are available online at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. Even if you don’t think you will qualify for federal aid, it is 
to your advantage to fill out the form because many scholarships require it. 
Discuss the various sources of financial aid with the schools you are interested 
in attending, as many can explain their process more in depth. Most colleges 
have their own aid available based on program area/major, merit, and need. 

 

Questions to ask colleges about financial aid: 
 

• What forms are needed to apply?  
• Is there a deadline for application for financial aid? 

• When will I be notified of the award amount? 

• Does the institution have an appeal process? 

• Is there a commitment beyond the first year? 

• How does one re-apply each year? 

• Is there an alternative if I don’t qualify for need-based aid? 

• What is the average loan indebtedness upon graduation? 

• How long does it take the average student to graduate? 

• Are there installment plan options for paying tuition? 
 

Ultimately, all financial decisions are made by the individual college; therefore, 
it is necessary for you to work with the financial aid office at each college you’re 
applying to. Be sure to apply on time! 

 

24 Note: All males must register with the Selective Service in order to receive 
any state or federal aid. Go to www.sss.gov to register. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/OHSscholarships

